
Minutes of the proceedings of the Leisure Committee held this day in the 
Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex, Sandhurst 
commencing at 7.45pm and finishing at 9.40pm. 
 
PRESENT 
Chairman: Cllr P Widdowson 
Councillors: P Bettison, Mrs C Cupper, Mrs P McKenzie, R McKenzie, 
K Miah, J Porter 
K Symons (Sandhurst Sports Club) 
Mrs V Crosby-Clarke (Sandhurst Resident’s Association) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Executive Officer (Stephen Chown) 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda item 1) 
Mrs J Bettison (Indisposed) 
D Birch (Business) 
 
MEMBERS’ INTERESTS (Agenda item 2) 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 
MINUTES OF THE LEISURE COMMITTEE (Agenda item 3) 
It was proposed by Cllr P Widdowson and the following was 

RESOLVED 
0346 

that the minutes of the Leisure Committee meeting held on 17th July 2014 
(pages 0142-0144) be received as a true and correct record and that they 
be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 
 

MEMORIAL PARK MANAGEMENT (Agenda item 4) 
The report was received covering the significant management issues 
affecting the Memorial Park. 
The items were discussed and noted, including a verbal update that the 
Bracknell Forest Councillors representing Owlsmoor were expecting the 
BFC funded project to replace the fencing at Owlsmoor Park to be 
completed shortly. 
 
PARKING ON THE PARK PROJECT (Agenda item 5) 
A verbal update on progress was given, including the work to meet the 
requirements of the full planning application. 
In relation to the Section 106 application of resolution 0236 an update was 
provided that BFC Scrutiny Panel was set to receive an item for ratification 
on 23rd September and this was the final stage of the process. 
 
FIREWORKS 2014 (Agenda item 6) 
An update was provided from the Fireworks Working Group relating to the 
further planning and preparation for the event in 2014.  The ongoing work to 
was explained, including food vending provisions, collection processes and 
licencing arrangements. 
 
GREEN FLAG FEEDBACK (Agenda item 7) 
The latest information from the Green Flag judges was received in the form 
of the Judges report for the visit to Sandhurst Memorial Park and Shepherd 
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Meadows in 2014.  The ongoing work of the staff to address the issues 
arising was discussed. 
 
Large Events Procedures (Agenda item 8) 
The information in the supporting paper was received to explain the lessons 
learned from previous events and to outline the recommendations for 
conditions of hire for supporting future ‘larger’ events.  The content of the 
report was discussed at length and the implication of the recommendations 
for established events was explored.  The importance of applying a 
framework of clear principles to the permitted use of the public green spaces 
was stressed, to ensure that principles could be applied evenly and fairly to 
all park users.  It was accepted that the existing relatively informal 
agreement for larger events on the park should be formalised.  It was 
considered very important that conditions of use required Sandhurst Town 
Council employees to be shown all due respect and for their instructions to 
be abided by.  It was discussed that no disrespect of staff representing the 
Town Council or the other community groups or businesses based at 
Sandhurst Memorial Park work would be acceptable and that defined and 
enforceable penalties must be in place to ensure positive communication 
and collaboration takes place when arranging and delivering events.  Further 
to the discussion it was proposed by Cllr P Widdowson and the following 
was  

RESOLVED 
0347 

that the recommendations in the supporting paper be written up into a 
draft policy to incorporate the points made in discussion, for consideration 
at Leisure Committee in November prior to recommendation to Strategy 
and Policy Committee for approval. 

ACTION: EO 
FLAG FOR THE COMMONWEALTH (Agenda item 9) 
The opportunity to fly a flag for the Commonwealth was discussed and the 
supporting paper received.  Further to the discussion it was proposed by 
Cllr P Widdowson and the following was 

RESOLVED 
0348 

a) that no Commonwealth event be organised by Sandhurst Town 
Council in light of the existing comprehensive programme of events 
b) that requests from community groups to organise a Commonwealth 
event at the Memorial Park and to use the flagpole be considered 
separately if they come forward in the future. 

 
PRESS AND PUBLICATION FORWARD PLAN (Agenda item 10) 
There were no additions to the press and publication forward plan.  It was 
generally noted that the circulation of press releases were not routinely 
being picked up by the local papers.  In addition the local papers did not 
have a ‘What’s on’ section for Sandhurst.  Further to discussion it was 
proposed by Cllr P Widdowson and the following was  

RESOLVED 
0349 

that a letter be sent to the local press requesting the creation of a 
‘Sandhurst What’s on’ section and confirming what information is required 
for best chance of inclusion. 

ACTION: EO 
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SANDHURST CAMERA CLUB PROPOSAL (Agenda item 11) 
The correspondence for a group seeking to establish a Sandhurst Camera 
Club was received.  The potential benefits of such a club in Sandhurst were 
discussed and the principle of supporting the club to establish was accepted.  
Further to the discussions it was proposed by Cllr P Widdowson and the 
following as 

RESOLVED 
0350 

a) that the offer of a community grant of £200 be relayed to the club from 
the fund available to Cllr P Bettison as a BFC Councillor representing 
Little Sandhurst. 
b) that the offer to discuss a community grant equivalent to one year of 
hall hire in the Kitty Dancy Room be relayed to the club from Cllr J Porter 
as a BFC Councillor representing Owlsmoor. 
c) that the Sandhurst Town Council office support the formation of the 
club with the reservation of rooms for use and liaising as required. 
 

FOOTBALL PITCH PROVISION (Agenda item 12) 
The report into the current pitch provision was received and extensive 
discussion explored the history and context behind the current pitch usage.  
The background was discussed including the potential for different 
configurations.  The desirability of creating areas of grass that would be 
rested for a season, on a rotation basis, was agreed along with the value of 
having two eleven a side pitches for the whole season and year round grass 
space left empty for informal recreation and family play.  It was discussed 
that those clubs benefiting from permission to use a limited grass resource 
should be those who are respectful of the opportunity and most supportive of 
the Memorial Park as a whole.  The implications of the changes to the 
established clubs were discussed and recognised, but balanced against the 
needs of the wider community.  Further to the extensive discussion it was 
proposed by Cllr P Widdowson and the following was 

RESOLVED 
0351 

a) that a booking form and conditions of hire be drafted for the outside 
pitches, in line with the report, and embedding the principles of Respect, 
Responsibility and Rights into the terms of hire 
b) that the options for a new layout of pitches be explore with the Head 
Groundsman, to set a side areas of grass each year on rotation and to 
create two season long 11-a-side pitches 

ACTION: EO 
COUNCILLOR REPORTS (Agenda item 13) 
The trial routes for new aircraft were reported as a local issue of concern 
and the process to raise complaints was conveyed.  Multiple complaints 
were required for each aircraft causing a disturbance.  The Freephone 
telephone number was stated as 0800 344844 and the 
website www.heathrowairport.com/noise  
 
SPORTS CLUB (Agenda item 14) 
The report was received regarding the operation of the Sports Club, 
including good progress being made on the fundraising for the memorial 
bench for Brian Ernest Moore.  Draft text was read to the group and it was 
advised the final version would be supplied when ready. 
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SANDHURST RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (Agenda item 13) 
It was confirmed that the SRA had supported the Sandhurst Cricket Club in 
their recent difficult times with a grant of £1000, to help offset the inevitable 
losses incurred during the break-ins.  The thanks of the Committee were 
expressed. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING (Procedural item) 
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 20 November 2014. 

 
 SIGNED AND DATED BY 

CHAIRMAN 
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